Organisational information:
About BYCA – Blackbutt Youth & Community Association
In October 2003, the Blackbutt Community Consultation Committee (BCCC) was formed by 6 community members. The group’s aim was to undertake a survey to in an attempt to gain a clearer perspective on the community’s demographic. 
The survey produced helpful information and included for respondents the opportunity to say what they believed the community needed.
On 14th February 2004, the committee held a public meeting to launch its survey report and to discuss what we, as a community could do to improve our lifestyle, health and safety. Seven main areas of concern identified in the survey were the need for (1) a community centre, (2) health (3) transport (4) activities for children and young people, (5) employment and (6) industry and (7) our environment.

The 2004 report can be downloaded from www.blackbutt.net.au 

Following the 2004 Public Meeting and with the knowledge gained from the survey BCCC then went through a metamorphosis thus creating the Blackbutt Youth & Community Association. (BYCA) 
Since its formation, BYCA has introduced to the community a number of initiatives to assist in communication and networking, fund raising, promotion and support. These include: - 

· Community Summits in 2004 and 2005
· The inaugural Timbertowns Community Awards in 2004
· Village Voice: A FREE monthly 16 page A5 size booklet style community newsletter, known initially as BYCA NEWS.

· Training days and workshops e.g. funding submissions 
· Assisted small and large groups with planning and holding functions e.g. 2005 Blackbutt-Benarkin Lions’ Tsunami Disaster Appeal Concert

· Successfully applied for a Volunteer Small Equipment Grant, acquiring a data projector, large screen and DVD player for the benefit and use by ALL community groups and their volunteers in our community.

· Assisted Benarkin State School in creating and presenting various presentations, both for internal and external exposure.

· BYCA is online www.blackbutt.net.au and is home to Blackbutt Online… 

Our goal:

To acquire a building to accommodate a community centre to service both Blackbutt & Benarkin communities and those communities within the bordering catchments, such as Yarraman, Moore, Taromeo, Googa, Linville, Nukku, Colinton and Harlin.
To achieve this, we will need the cooperation and support of all three tiers of government. 

In the interim, we will continue to produce Village Voice, gather data, promote our community’s assets and liabilities and assist the community in whatever manner we can, given our ‘vagrant’ existence.

Geographical information

Where are we?

Blackbutt is situated approximately 2 hours drive north-west of Brisbane.

We are situated at the top of the Blackbutt Ranges at the gateway to the South Burnett
· 90 minutes north east of Toowoomba  
· 2 hours north-west of Brisbane, via Caboolture
· 2 hours north-west of Brisbane, via Esk
· an hour from either Kingaroy or Kilcoy
Real estate development continues to take place in the district and region as more people realise the advantages of a ‘tree change’ over a ‘sea change’
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Map curtesy of Rob & Jeni Neary www.basha.com.au
Governing bodies:

	Local Government
	State Government
	Federal Government

	Nanango Shire Council


	Nanango Electorate
	Blair Electorate

	Councillors for Div 4 

	Independent member
	Liberal member

	Cr Wayne Browning

Cr Brian Tillyer


	The Hon. Dorothy Pratt MLA
	Cameron Thompson MP


Forward
Regardless of whether you are earning or learning, young or old, healthy or not if you are a Timbertown resident then this report gives your community a head start in increasing the services available to everyone. 
 

Communities with a ”can do attitude" who aren't afraid of "eating an elephant" and who have a strong belief in "themselves" will find the solutions to the needs they have.   An enormous range of self-sufficient, inter-related services will ultimately result from progressing this report into action steps. This report is the starting point, not the destination.
 

This report details the local demographics and highlights the gaps that national directives aim to achieve, but fail to deliver on the ground. Small rural communities do not take for granted services such as transport, medical, aged care, child care and activities and meaningful education opportunities for young people and mature aged residents. 
 

I encourage Timbertowns to take the next step towards the solutions identified in this report.
 

John Carey
Community Development Officer 
Rosalie Shire Council

John Carey is the Community Development Officer for Rosalie Shire Council, one of Nanango Shire Council’s bordering local government authorities. Yarraman is the most outreached of Rosalie Shire’s most northern town and is Blackbutt’s closest neighbouring town. 

It is for this reason BYCA has turned many times in the past few years to Mr Carey for his guidance and support. Having no similar standing officer within our own council’s ranks he has been helpful with information and on occasion facilitation of our consultations. 

John facilitated at several consultations held by the original committee (BCCC), launching our 2004 community report and assisting in the formation of BYCA in May 2004.

We thank Rosalie Shire Council for allowing John to share his knowledge and enthusiasm for community development with the residents of Blackbutt and district.
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