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Mayor’s Message

I see the 2006 Timbertowns’ Community Report as a tool for all three tiers of government, business and non-government agencies that need to plan for tomorrow. It encapsulates not only the state of Division 4, but that of the Nanango Shire and entire South Burnett region.

I, along with my councillors have been supportive of Blackbutt Youth & Community Association in their efforts to research and record such information and to assist where we can in providing a better future for our ever-growing shire population.
It all began with the settlement by Europeans in 1842 when the Scott family opened Taromeo Station on the top of the Blackbutt Range. Blackbutt in 1888 and Benarkin in 1900 were founded when land was voluntarily ceded from Taromeo Station for the purpose of creating settlements. 
Today Nanango Shire includes all of these towns, along with Maidenwell and Dandabah in the Bunya Mountains. 

Nanango Shire was first constituted under the name of the Barambah Divisional Board when the colony of Queensland was split into divisions in 1879. Nanango Shire was later proclaimed in 1902.   

I have enjoyed a long standing relationship with Blackbutt/Benarkin not only as Chairman of Nanango Shire Council since 1976, and councillor since 1968, but in my younger years I owned and operated the Blackbutt Butchery. Due to my family responsibilities I reluctantly left the shop on the death of my father to work the family property. This tradition continues today with my family and I working the property. 

I congratulate BYCA team on its production of this very comprehensive report and urge those who have the authority to do so, to use the information within to best serve the residents, not only in Blackbutt and Benarkin, but all in the Nanango Shire and South Burnett.

Cr. Reg McCallum

Mayor

Nanango Shire Council
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