Last Saturday, I along with other young people from the Nanango shire attended the 2006 Timber towns Youth Conference. I am here today to share with you the outcome of the conference with reference to what we believe we need and want within the shire. I would like to start with the easily doable and then move on to the more complex.
Firstly, the library was a topic of discussion in that there is a need for more computers with internet access. Also we feel that there is a need for more age appropriate novels. We are aware that books can be ordered and brought in from other libraries however this process often takes several weeks. Also we would like an undercover outdoor area attached to the libraries for quiet reading in the fresh air.

The Skate Park was also discussed. While the facilities are more than adequate there is no access to water or drinking taps. The nearest tap is across the road from the skate park. We need a tap and additional spectator seating to be placed within the skate park complex. 
We also discussed the possibility of erecting a billboard within the skate park complex for graffiti. We discussed the possibility of allowing our budding young graffiti artists to tag the billboard during the month then at the end of each month the council could white wash the board so that the billboard could again be tagged. We believe that by council providing this billboard within the skate park complex incidents of graffiti in inappropriate places will dissipate. 
Now for the more complex issues….
Public transport was an issue that was discussed. Young people in the area attend Nanango High School or TAFE in Kingaroy and therefore have friends from Blackbutt Yarraman and Nanango. While School bus services are provided from all areas to Nanango Schools at approx 8.00 am and returning at 3.00pm on school days we believe that this is not enough.
There are fully supervised under 18’s events in Nanango every second Friday night. Unfortunately unless parents are prepared to transport young people to these events they are not an option for young people in Blackbutt and Yarraman. Also the fantastic aquatic centre recently opened in Nanango presents another access problem for young people in Blackbutt and Yarraman.
We discussed the possibility of government providing a subsided bus service between Blackbutt and Nanango to provide transport to Discos and skating every second Friday night. Also we discussed the possibly of government providing public transport on Saturdays from Blackbutt to Nanango. Perhaps a service in the morning at 9.00am from Blackbutt and returning at 5.00 pm in the afternoon to give access to the aquatic centre in Nanango.
Job Opportunities or I should say the lack of Job Opportunities for young people in the shire was another topic discussed. 
Job search services within the shire are limited. CHR job access provides a service on Thursday in Nanango and all other Job access centers are in Kingaroy. Again transport for young people to these services in Kingaroy has to be provided by parents due to the lack of public transport. We discussed the possibility of approaching the Job Access Centres in Kingaroy to provide a service to Blackbutt and Yarraman. While more than once a week would be preferable 1 day a week is better than none. 
We believe that a shopping centre complex within the shire would not only provide job opportunities for the community and young people it would have benefits for the shire as a whole. More jobs equals more money in the community. More exposure flows on to local business with people coming from surrounding areas to the shire and creating revenue for local businesses. With more people moving into the shire the benefits flow to the council with more rates revenue and to community with more services being provided by council. In addition I really enjoy shopping.
Finally, we discussed the need within the shire for a community centre. We envisaged this community centre to provide a wide range of services to the community.  To include for young people but not limited to:

· Job search facilities and pre-employment services such as access to computers for job search, assistance with resumes, interview skills and telephone skills. 

· Drop-in centre. This would be a place to meet friends to spend time together, study groups and help with assignments and homework. Again access to internet via community centre computers.
· After school activities. This would be a place where school aged children could get help with homework and participate in fun activities with older children providing the assistance with homework, organizing activities and mentoring younger children.
· Courses and mentor program. This would include artists, authors, and sculptors in the community teaching new skills or mentoring young people in the community with their work. These people in our community are an untapped resource.

· Vacation courses. During the school holidays young people in the area have a place to learn a new skill or just to have somewhere to go during the holidays.

A community centre will provide a safe haven off the streets for young people to, meet new friends, learn new skills, share their knowledge with younger children and obtain access to job search and pre-employment services.
Thank you

Emily Stenner
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