Executive summary:

Blackbutt & Benarkin continue to grow in population as more Australians opt for a tree change rather than a sea change. Our previous survey was carried out during Oct-Nov 2003. The results identified in its subsequent report, released in Feb 2004, identified the needs facing the combined communities at their residents.  
The true depth of this growth and the elements it brings to the equation in terms of the increased need and/or untapped resources continues to be an enigma. 

This report has been able to delve deeper than in 2004 by expanding our survey to include 16 multi choice questions (originally 8 + comment), we have attempted to map the demographic of the Blackbutt district 2 years on. 

We have compiled information about the people of Division 4 (Blackbutt & Benarkin) in the Nanango Shire, Queensland. 

The survey was sectioned into four parts and covered population growth; economic, health and social status. Throughout this report we touch on some of the limitations governed by outside influences, whether they are government or business driven.

Community and economic development will only succeed when those who make up the community and those who represent it are in accord. (as mentioned in a Canadian publication addressing community development) 

The report has drawn its information from several sources. These include our community survey, interviews with the then local medical practitioner, educators and Nanango Shire Council and the data they were able to contribute. We believe this assistance has provided the reader with a more comprehensive profile of Blackbutt in 2006.

21% percent of our population participated in the survey. The reader will therefore have an insight into the demographic of our geographically and socially isolated district.

Our 2003 survey was less enquiring and so not all questions were comparable. The purpose of this report is to evaluate the state of our community and in doing so pass on information to those who are best able to ensure our future is both appropriate and adequate to meet our needs. 

Chris McNeil

Community Liaison Officer 

Blackbutt Youth & Community Association

---------------------------------

Our Rationale:

Australia’s next national census will be held in August 2006, with the information available midway through 2007 for purchase.

Why conduct a survey in 2005?  

In 2006 government strategies e.g. ‘Learn or Earn’ (state) and ‘Welfare to Work’ (federal) will be implemented on the basis of a recognised need for reform. These strategies have been structured using a blanket blueprint and going on the broad and general demographic information available to them.

It is apparent that neither architect of the above-mentioned strategies has looked at major differences in suburban and rural ‘playing fields’.  

‘What works in the city doesn’t necessarily work in the country; and what works in rural areas doesn’t necessarily work in suburbia.’

This report has been distributed throughout the relevant government departments and their respective government representatives. It will also accompany future submissions for both funding and/or assistance. 

The 2005 survey yielded responses from approximately 21% of households in division 4 of the Nanango Shire. The survey results indicate a distinct need for community-based programs to be implemented in and for the Blackbutt district to fill the widening gap in services available on a local and accessible level.   

Community organisations will have access to ‘local’ statistics to aid in funding submissions and their own internal forward planning strategies.

Business can access ‘local’ statistics to aid them in selection of stock to purchase/sell, and give them a better knowledge of their ‘consumer base’

· Lobbyists will have information to take to all three levels of government with the view to improving our community, with either or both financial assistance or implementing new services for the towns.

· Tourism industry and associated organisations will have valuable information to tap into as they plan ahead.

· Health organisations, will be able to access the statistics gathered which will assist them in their service delivery and future planning

· Everyone living in the Blackbutt district will benefit from any and all improvements, derived from the knowledge gained by this, our 2005 community survey.

By conducting a community survey and producing this report, we believe it will assist those who are charged with the responsibility of planning developing and implementing strategies that will undoubtedly assist our community now and in future years.

Judy Bancks

On behalf of

Blackbutt Youth & Community Association 
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