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Topics investigated
(in alphabetical order)
Aged Care

Children & Young People

Community Centre

Growth & Economy

Health & Well Being

Our Environment

Transport

Preamble:

Participants were asked to form seven small groups, to discuss and theorise on appropriate strategies that may help in either providing solutions or in lessening the burden that is, and will impact on our community as a whole and individually.

The organisers had invited several ‘special guests’ to attend the summit, who were to have chaired each of the 7 groups, according to their expertise. However due to unforeseen circumstances, only 2 guests were able to attend on the day. Therefore 5 of the 7 groups completed their tasks without ‘expert’ advice or direction. Nevertheless, the participants attacked each problem with enthusiasm and their efforts are recorded in this report.

The purpose for the group discussion was to encourage people who would otherwise have little or know involvement in that area of service to ‘think outside the box’; and in doing so perhaps come up with solutions to               long-standing issues facing other sections of the community.

Group 1

AGED CARE: Chaired by Steve Holland (Blackbutt Carers & nurse)

Accommodation services – Social & Recreational Activities

The group was asked 3 questions:

1. What existing services do we have?

· Blackbutt Carers Group
· Volunteers who help carers by offering them a well earned break to their routine

· Blackbutt & Benarkin Aged Care Association Inc

· This organisation was formed to work towards a locally established aged care facility in the town.
· General Practitioners

· Timbertowns Medical Centre (2)

· Yarraman Medical Centre (1) – only for long term patients, no new residents from Blackbutt can be accepted as patients.

2. What services do we need?

· An aged care facility

· Dementia Care

· Independent Living Units

· Day Respite Care Centre

· Aged Care Packages (in home care)
3. What strategies are needed to implement & establish adequate service delivery in our aged care?
· Statistics need to be gathered on our ageing population in the district (2005 community survey report to be completed by 30th November)

· Involve Council, churches, community in general and state & federal governments.

Group 2

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE: Chaired by Cr Brian Tillyer (NSC)

Social & recreational activities

The group was asked to suggest activities for: -

a. Children under 13 years

b. Young People 13yrs – 17 years

· Suggested Activities:

· The group suggested asking the youth through open communication & respect

· How can these activities be implemented?

· Helping youth by being mentors and assist in a non judgement manner

· Assist in integration of the ages

· Funding, Council permission and support
· On a needs basis

· Council are very supportive

In presenting its findings to the summit, the group members expressed their concern that there was no youth at the summit to ask these questions to.

While this is a valid point, children cannot determine ‘children’s needs’ and the same can also be said with determining strategies for youth activities.

The purpose of the group was to come up with ‘doable’ activities for our youth to consider and to suggest activities for children that parents of our young children could also consider.

As a community, it is not our intention, to dictate to children or especially young people, but to offer alternatives for them to consider.

There are presently no organised recreational activities (other than club activities such as football etc) the skatepark, although a welcomed addition for the young citizens is not an organised recreational activity. It was hoped that the group would come up with a list of suggestions that could then be presented to our young people at a youth rally to be held in early 2006.

Nonetheless, we thank the group for its energy and enthusiasm provided on the day.

Group 3
Community-Enterprise Centre: Chaired by Dorothy Pratt MLA

This group, before responding to the questions, posed what it envisaged as a fully operational community & business facility for the town.

An enterprise Centre to consist of a central community/conference room, with surrounding garage units for fledgling business enterprises (affordable rents to trial businesses)

· Who will benefit?
· All age groups to benefit
1. Group activities

2. Conferences – meetings – seminars & workshops

3. Nurturing and encouraging new business

4. Utilising knowledge of our residents especially our older residents

· Where would be a central and accessible location?

· Close to & in walking distance (preferable)
· Close to aged care facility (if feasible) to compliment and encourage interest, assistance etc
· What steps to take?

· Research the need and feasibility of a centre for the town

· Promote the community’s long term benefit

· Submissions to governments, showing the need to provide a centre to cater for the town’s present and future requirements 

· Whose support do we need?

· Every body 

· Government (3 tiers)

· Community groups as one combined group to seek centre

· Support from and by local business community

The group presented a ‘mud map’ of what they would like to see established.







Group 4

Growth & Economy: Chaired by Marjorie Spies (President of FEAT)

Community – Business – Government - Partnership Strategies





	Community
	Population 2004 1,289 (electoral role)

Population 2005 1,312 (electoral role)

Population 2010 (prediction @ 13% minimum)

Population 2020 (prediction @ 13% again)



	Business
	· How would a Chamber of Commerce or Progress Association help Business?

· What can be done about improving disabled access in CBD?

· Does the town have adequate service provision?

	Government
	Local Government – NSC Blackbutt Office, Library, ECU  

State Government – Q.G.A.P. services – (RTC through NSC)


The group was then asked to address the following

What strategies are needed to: -

a. Upgrade our town’s infrastructure to accommodate and cater for the predicted increase in population in the next 5-10 years?

1. Disabled access needs to be addressed

i. Specific survey of disabled residents & aged, ‘mums with prams’

ii. Seek cooperation/partnership from business and government sectors to provide funding for disabled access to all shops, business houses etc

2. The business community would benefit from: – 

i. Formation of a chamber of commerce or progress association would give business strength and opportunities to apply for specific funding packages for business.

ii. Networking within the business community – to include both shopfront and home based business.

iii. Consultation with NSC, state and federal representatives on concerns facing small business in our district.

3. A Community-Enterprise Centre

i.      Business to access services and facility for meetings, workshops, promotional activities, secretarial service etc

ii. Centre to provide information and resources for community and business sector

4. Better use of our water supply

i.      Public toilets to have ‘half flush’ capacity only
ii. Encourage ratepayers to install one flush toilets in any new dwelling or when replacing existing toilets.

iii. Coastal areas to look after coast water, through sea water treatment to relieve toll on inland rural Queensland.

iv. The group raised usage of grey water; however NSC has, since but not as a consequence of the summit, approved grey water systems, which should bring some relief.

v. All town residents should be encouraged and enticed by a ‘one off’ subsidy to purchase a water tank for storing rainwater. The subsidy should be offset by the state government not just Council.

vi. Moreton Bay Draft on water management and conservation was also discussed at length by the group

5. Town pride and care of the environment

i. Littering is a problem in and out of town and on our main highways.

ii. Signs advertising/warning of FINES payable for littering should be placed in our town’s streets and on state/Council roads and highways

iii. Everyone remembers clean and beautiful and everyone also remembers littered towns too. – First impressions are important.
6. Underground power lines

i. With prevailing winds, storms with lightning strikes, our community is often left without power

ii. Electricity supply is often interrupted for several hours on several occasions each year due to lengthy maintenance works on an antiquated electricity infrastructure.

iii. Better utilisation of electricity with the introduction of electricity cable based telecommunication and broadband Internet service.

b. Implement workable strategies to improve the town’s economy

The group felt it did not have the expertise to delve into this task and so left this for the ‘experts’.

We had hoped that Nanango Shire Council CEO would be in attendance on the day to chair this group, but unfortunately this was halted at the 11th hour by urgent Council business.

Group 5
Health & Well Being: (Chaired by Betty Day)

Medical – ancillary services and/or activities

These issues affect our district and bordering catchments of Yarraman and Moore and Linville

The group was asked three questions

1. What services do we have in the district?

i. 2 GP’s

ii. Chemist

iii. Ambulance service

iv. Police station (2 officers)

v. Skate Bowl, Sports Centre & Golf Club

vi. Complimentary Therapists – massage etc

vii. Visiting health workers such as baby clinic, Blue Care nurses etc

2. What services do we need?

i. Nanango Hospital is in desperate need of additional beds

ii. Easier access to hospital, medical services and ambulance

iii. Transport to services in Nanango and Kingaroy

iv. An aged care facility, with provision for ancillary services, including visiting specialists

3. How do we get it?

i. Promotion of existing services

ii. Promotion of needs to state, federal and local governments

iii. Encourage more sport & leisure activities for young and older people to access.

Group 6

Our environment: Chaired by Maree Hammond (Blackbutt QCWA)

Protection of our wildlife & environment, Flora and Fauna Protected

1. Water issues

i. Town is serviced by Wivenhoe Dam along with many other areas and is presently at 35% capacity and dropping rapidly

ii. Grey water needs to be utilised (NSC have since approved grey water usage, as per conditions)

iii. The Moreton Bay Draft is a good starting point, but more needs to be done in desalination (sea water purification) A pipeline from the coast would decrease this high need for fresh water.

iv. Water tanks in town residences to capture rain for use in homes, business and government offices.

v. Natural flow of water in creeks and rivers affected by over use of underground springs and artesian bores.

2. Plantation spraying

i. Spraying assists farmers control pests but can also affect our health

ii. Spraying to be contained to non-windy days and residents to be notified of intention to spray on that day.

iii. Awareness program for local farmers, and developers on the need to protect our environment and those animals and plants that depend on a safe environment to exist.

3. Wildlife protection

i. Trees are havens for our wildlife

ii. A belt of undeveloped corridors are needed to provide safe homes for our wildlife

iii. Enforce cleared land to be replanted with native vegetation

iv. Trees are home to our Koalas, Possums, birds etc

v. No trees no birds, so no honey

The group suggested those in positions of power should leave the solution to those who understand the impact on both the environment and those who share that environment.

Group 7

Transport: Chaired by Janette Ansell (Resident & BYCA volunteer)

The group was asked to consider 2 options

1. A Community (commuter) Bus

2. A Car Pool Project

The group cited the 2003 Timbertowns community survey and mentioned that the over-powering issue identified in that study was transport, or rather lack thereof. It is therefore a long term and increasing issue/problem our community faces.

1. A community commuter bus would assist those who will soon be faced with the dilemma of trying to travel to study or employment

i. State government Learn or Earn (Queensland Education 2006 strategy)

ii. Federal government, at the senate now for approval –              Welfare to Work strategy
iii. Increasing petrol prices will soon make it impossible for existing workers, students to commute by private car

iv. School charter buses carrying school children travel from Blackbutt to Nanango and perhaps Kingaroy schools. Could these buses also be accessible to those transport lacking residents? If this was made accessible people requiring medical attention at hospitals and specialists could commute by ‘school bus’

v. The school bus service would not however assist those beginning work/study and returning home outside these hours of bus service.

vi. Who will ‘own’ the bus? – Council, Aged Care Association, or a cooperative of several groups?

vii. Who pays for the upkeep and general maintenance as well as fuel?

viii. The bus would attract a fare, in keeping with normal public transport cost. – A weekly, fortnightly or monthly ticketing discount could be considered for full time commuters and in keeping with student and pensioner concession rates.

ix. Should the community acquire a mini bus for the purpose of assisting the community with the service, there would be a need to publicise a timetable for the community to know when and where a bus would be available.

x. The service would be a daily service Monday to Friday and available for excursions etc on weekends and public holidays.

2. A Car Pool Project

i. While this concept may be foreign to many it is a possible solution to our transport problems for those who need to commute to work or further training & study.

ii. We suggest a feasibility study be undertaken (with funding) to ascertain the worth and interest in this venture.

iii. We envisage the study and then trial would take approximately 18 months. At the conclusion of the study and trial and depending on its outcome we could then apply for funding to implement the strategy.

iv. We see the car pool project as probably the better solution of the two options, because it is more user-friendly and more economical in the long term with increasing petrol and diesel prices on the horizon.


Since the 2005 July community summit was held, the hard work carried out by this group on transport options has been demolished by petrol and diesel prices rocketing to an all time high, with no likelihood of it decreasing. However as stated by this group, a car-pool project may be the way to go.


We would like to thank all seven groups and participants for their valuable input on the day and their interest in the state of our community.


We asked all participants to ‘dine on elephant bites’ to choose our priorities and especially those priorities that we as a community can address in the here and now.


Our next annual community summit will be held in July 2006. It will be interesting to see what has occurred for the good of our community in the year between summits.


The need for a community centre has been revealed several times throughout this section. This is mainly due to the obvious worth such a facility would offer our community and its people/groups in determining and working towards a brighter future in these trouble times.


We thank all who participated for their gifts of knowledge, enthusiasm and time.

Chris McNeil

Summit facilitator 
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The sketch at left shows a community centre that will cater for both community and business needs in the district.


The 6 units for fledgling business would provide not only support but also locality, as there is little in Blackbutt CBD for new business to be established.


It is envisaged that these Enterprise units could be established by constructing 2 x 3 bay garages.





Infrastructure


Reflects the support mechanism





Government


Council


State


Federal





Business sector





Community groups & individuals





Cycle & source of support and services in and for Blackbutt & Benarkin District
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