
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The 2005 Timbertowns Community Summit was our 2nd annual main summit commencing with the inaugural Summit in July 2004. Since then we have held a funding submission workshop in November 2004 and a smaller style summit in April 2005, to ascertain the theme for the July event.

Summits are fast proving to be successful in our community as it allows members of the community and organisations who serve the community to participate in decision-making and to share information and knowledge in a non-threatening and friendly environment.

The 2005 community summit was set a mammoth task in dealing with the many complex issues impacting on the residents of our community. The theme for the summit became ‘Dining on elephant bites’ asking participants to prioritise the many needs the community has identified.

BYCA had identified the need to conduct a further community survey (original survey completed in 2003), due to the migratory evidence within our community in the past year. Dorothy Pratt MLA launched the 2005 community survey at this year’s summit. The results of that survey are recorded in part 2 of this report. 
Community summits allow for open discussion with all participants have equal standing. What you will read throughout this first section that reports on our 2005 summit is a true barometer reading of what is occurring or not occurring in our community and what its residents suggest should be done to ‘fix’ it.
There may be some argument offered by those in decision-making positions who believe all is fine and dandy in our community and/or the South Burnett. We humbly suggest to any who have a problem in accepting what is reported on this summit to visit and see for themselves the true state of this community and hopefully after witnessing first hand, they will return to Brisbane or Canberra and set about to adjust their thinking when planning future strategies and services.
Chris McNeil
Summit facilitator

Rationale: - Why have a summit? 

The Timbertowns district has approximately 40 small to medium sized support, sport and interest groups. However, other than a few groups who may affiliate regularly, most are running on separate tracks.

Our Community summits give these groups, our individual residents and business people, the opportunity to discuss, compare and pick up on what’s happening in their community and state.

It gives the community an opportunity to think and act as one and to see if by working as a diverse but cooperative team, we can build on what we have and plan for what we need.

Towns like Blackbutt Qld have swelled to surpass their previous capacity to sustain; this has been largely due in recent years, to the real estate ‘boom’ in development and an increasing high cost of living in suburbia.

We have been told by long standing residents that 30 years ago there were about 200 people living in Blackbutt. They say that when there was a problem or something needed doing the town would rally round to lend a hand. This philosophy has sadly left this town as it was known back then, due to its increased population.

Today’s residents are a mix of people who have either moved here from other rural communities (but with a different demographic), or those who came here from the city, to get off the ‘rat race’ train and catch the ‘all stops’ coach to happiness in Blackbutt, or because the cost of living is far too expensive in the larger urban areas. 

No matter what the reason, those who decide to make a home in towns like Blackbutt, expect that although this is a small rural district, they will be accommodated where personal and community need is evident.

Community summits offer information and a chance to be heard. They give the                  decision-making over to the people and although not all decisions will be acted upon, we all share a satisfaction of having participated in the process.

By encouraging engagement from all sections of the community, we hope to bring the town closer, and more cohesive, thus giving it a better opportunity to build its capacity, to sustain and develop accordingly.

Collective gatherings such as summits have been attempted before in this town, but the added pressure of attending yet another monthly evening meeting became too great and so the then ‘council of support groups’ meetings were disbanded by late 2002. 

As those residents who are involved in groups are usually affiliated with 3-5 organisations we find that our annual July summits along with other more occasional and smaller summits and/or task specific training days, produce a better outcome.
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