STAND UP AND BE COUNTED

Keynote Speaker: The Hon. Dorothy Pratt MLA, Independent Member for Nanango state Electorate
I believe standing up to be counted is not what people expect their community representatives to ask of them. Most people have been led to believe that their opinion is worthless, that they are only one person and therefore they can’t make a difference in the greater scheme of things. Wrong!

BYCA has asked me to make a comment on the value of surveys and as I survey the electorate regularly this is not a difficult task.
People are not usually asked for their opinions by those who could make a difference and so it is totally understandable that they might be very sceptical. 
That was the case when I first began consulting with the public about what they wanted or believed were the essential issues for their town or community. In the beginning I was lucky to receive a couple of hundred replies. 
Today I receive thousands of replies and people actually phone my electoral office to ask when the next survey will come out. They can’t wait to contribute their ideas and opinions and compare theirs with others.

Communities speaking out
When people offer their thoughts, ideas and information they are filling in the gaps in the knowledge of those who are supposed to help them. 
If there is a need for a better filtering system for water and the people who could make it better live in another town how will they know of the need if they aren’t told. 
The same goes for aged care, teen facilities or childcare places. When one person asks few people listen but when a thousand ask everyone listens.
Whether it be at local, state or federal levels those entrusted with looking after the needs of others may have a plan for them but that plan might not be what the community wants and therefore it will not be supported or valued, nor will the community claim ownership of it. That is when vandalism flourishes.

If the needs of the community come from the community it is owned; valued and protected by a united community. Surveys allow this to occur. 
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Surveys are conducted by people who care about their community’s needs and are a very valuable tool in starting to get what YOU want. 
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The Hon. Dorothy Pratt MLA is pictured, as she spoke to the summit in her keynote address on the value of surveys and how success is more achievable when communities stand up to be counted.   
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